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Judith Woodsworth named President 


David Graham new Provost, Joanne Locke Interim Dean of Arts and Science 


BARBARA BLACK 


Judith Woodsworth eagerly anticipates return- 
ing to Montreal. She is winding up her affairs at 
Laurentian University and expects to start her 
appointment as President on Aug. 1. 

Her appearance before the Concordia com- 
munity on Feb. 25 as the search committee's 
preferred candidate was described by some as 
“a love-in” There was a palpable sense of relief 
in the D.B. Clarke Theatre as she engaged her 
audience in a warm and natural way, emphasiz- 
ing her determination to seek consensus and 
conduct a transparent administration. 

Speaking by phone from Sudbury after her 
appointment was announced on Feb. 29, she 
said she welcomes the jointly announced 
appointment of Dean David Graham as Provost 
and Vice-President, Academic Affairs. As schol- 
ars of the French language, they are already 
acquainted with one another. 

“I think he’s a great choice; she said. 

While Woodsworth knows she faces chal- 
lenges, notably the reappearance of a deficit 
and ongoing labour negotiations, she has faced 
challenges before, and has overcome them. 

“Lhave a little déja vu; she said. “When I was 
appointed president here, the Sudbury Star 
published something called ‘Lament for 
Laurentian.” 

There was a $2-million deficit at the bilingual 
university in Northern Ontario when she took 
over as president in 2002, but she turned it into 
a surplus. When a questioner at her Concordia 
presentation wanted to know where the sur- 
plus went, she answered crisply that she was 
spending it — on new doctoral programs, build- 
ings, library facilities and computers. 

Asked what we can expect by way of presi- 
dential style, Woodsworth said she enjoys 
entertaining, and has been known to auction 
off dinner parties at her home, cooked by her 
own hand, for university causes. 

“Mind you, I'm spoiled here at Laurentian, liv- 
ing in a big university house with grand rooms 
to entertain in” She and her husband, former 
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Judith Woodsworth was introduced to faculty, staff and students at an open meeting of the Board of Governors and Senate. 


Gazette editor and Concordia journalism 
teacher Lindsay Crysler, will be looking 
for new digs convenient to the down- 
town campus. 

Returning to Concordia after an 
absence of 10 years was a shock, 
Noodsworth said. Not only was she daz- 
zled by the new buildings and the boom- 
ing enrolment, she recognized few of her 
former colleagues among the faculty, 
which has been substantially renewed 
over the decade. 


PLACE BETHUNE > 


City invests in Quartier Concordia 
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Engineering global change 


“But that’s a 
exclaimed. 


good thing, she 
“This is an exciting time?” 

For his part, Dean Graham sent an 
email of thanks to his colleagues in Arts 
and Science as he took up his appoint- 
ment as Provost on March 1. 

“Lam all too conscious of the many ini- 
tiatives that are only partially complet- 
ed, he said. “At the same time, I know 
that our Faculty is strong and resilient, 
and that our national profile is such that 


we will surely attract wonderful candi- 
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dates, whether internal or external, for 
the position of Dean of Arts and Science’ 

Graham also expressed satisfaction 
with the appointment of Associate Dean 
Joanne Locke as Interim Dean of Arts 
and Science, pending the appointment 
of a new dean. 

“Almost everyone in our Faculty 
knows Joanne, who brings a wealth of 
experience to the position of Interim 
Dean. She will guide [us] very capably 
through the period of transition” 


OUT FOR ART 7 


Art Matters opens with a bang 


SYMPOSIUM 9 


School of Extended Learning hosts event 
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Research Fellows span art photography, 
chemistry, social theory and medicine 


Congratulations to the following faculty members, who have been named Concordia University Research Fellows for 2008. 
They have been recognized for outstanding work in their fields and in the Concordia community through their funding, prizes, 
publication records, graduate student supervision and other activities. Each will receive a $5,000 research grant. 

The University Research Awards were created 10 years ago to recognize excellence in research and creative activity at the university. 





Raymonde April 


Raymonde April, in the Department of Studio Arts, 
Faculty of Fine Arts, has been given the award for estab- 
lished research in the humanities and social sciences 
category. 

Winner of the Prix Paul-Emile Borduas (Prix du 
Québec) 2003, Quebec's highest honour for a visual artist, 
she has been known since the late 1970s for her art pho- 
tography. Her practice is minimalist, inspired by the day- 
to-day. It has been described as a meeting-point of docu- 
mentary, autobiography and fiction. 

Her works are in leading Canadian museums and 
many private collections, and are often exhibited in 
Canada and abroad. Her solo exhibitions have included 
Voyage dans le monde des choses, organized by the Musée 
dart contemporain de Montréal in 1986, Les Fleuves 
invisibles, produced by the Musée dart de Joliette in 1997 
and circulated in Canada and France until 2000, and Tout 
embrasser, presented at the Leonard and Bina Ellen Art 
Gallery of Concordia University as part of Le Mois de la 
photo a Montréal 2001. 

Currently, she is in Beijing, doing a residency project 
associated with the Grange Prize, for which she is a final- 
ist with one other Canadian and three Chinese photogra- 
phers. This prize has just been created by the Art Gallery 
of Ontario. It carries a $50,000 cash award, and is judged 
by the public, voting online. In an email from Beijing, 
April issued an open invitation to participate. Go to 
www.thegrangeprize.com. 


Ann English, in the Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry, Faculty of Arts and Science, received an 
award for an established researcher in the science and 
engineering category. 

She is one of Canada’s leading scientists in the field of 
bioinorganic chemistry, studying metal-catalyzed processes 
in cell signaling as mediated through small molecules. With 
her group, she has fostered important interdisciplinary 
research with the Department of Exercise Science and the 


Centre for Studies in Behavioural Neurobiology, as well as 
with the Montreal pharmaceutical company Merck Frosst. 
She is the director of Concordia’s Centre for Biological 
Applications of Mass Spectrometry and holds a 
Concordia University Research Chair (Tier 1). 
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Ann English 


Erin Manning, an assistant professor cross-appointed in 
Studio Arts and Film Studies in the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
has been given an award for an emerging researcher in 
the category of the fine arts, humanities and social sci- 
ences. 

She has a doctorate from the University of Hawaii in 
political theory. Her research interests include the body, 
the senses, movement, dance, art, cinema, philosophy 
and political theory. 

Her books include Ephemeral Territories: Representing 
Nation, Home and Identity in Canada (Minneapolis: 





Erin Manning 





Minnesota UP, 2003), Politics of Touch: Sense, Movement, 
Sovereignty (2006, Minneapolis: Minnesota UP) and Rela- 
tionscapes: Movement, Art, Philosophy (in press, MIT). 

Manning is also the director of the Sense Lab, an inter- 
disciplinary research-creation environment for the explo- 
ration of new media arts, philosophy and movement. 

The Sense Lab meets at SAT, the Society for the 
Technological Arts, on the second Thursday of each 
month to discuss ongoing readings and work in progress. 
It hosts a speaker series called Bodies-Bits/Corps- 
Données and an events series called Technologies of Lived 
Abstraction. In March, the Sense Lab will also launch the 
first issue of Inflexions: A Journal for Research-Creation. 
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Simon Bacon 


Simon L. Bacon, an assistant professor in the 
Department of Exercise Science, Faculty of Arts and 
Science, will receive an award for an emerging researcher 
in the science and engineering category. 

He has a PhD from the University of Birmingham, an 
MSc from De Montfort University, and a BSc (Hons) from 
the University of Warwick. 

Bacon has won research awards from the Canadian 
Cardiovascular Society, the Canadian Hypertension 
Society, the Canadian Institutes of Health Research, 
McGill University, the National Institutes of Health (U.S.), 
the European Society of Hypertension, and the 
International Society of Psychoneuroendocrinology. 

Prior to joining Concordia, he did postdoctoral studies 
at the Duke University Medical Center, McGill University, 
Hopital du Sacré-Coeur de Montréal, and the Montreal 
Heart Institute. In addition to Concordia, Bacon holds 
adjunct positions at the Hépital du Sacré-Coeur de 
Montréal and the Montreal Heart Institute. 

His research interests lie in behavioural interventions 
for chronic illnesses (specifically, heart disease and respi- 
ratory disease), the role of stress in the progression of 
chronic illnesses, and endothelial function. 


Mechanical hybrid 
engine revving up 


DAWN WISEMAN 


Despite all the media hype, 
hybrid cars like Toyota's Prius 
account for only 1.2 per cent of 
global automobile sales, and 
that’s a big problem according to 
Sheldon Williamson. Forget the 
smaller carbon footprint. In his 
view, it’s all about resource avail- 
ability. 

“Within 10 years, there will be 
one billion cars on the road 
worldwide; he explained. If more 
than 98 per cent of those vehicles 
are still powered solely by inter- 
nal combustion engines, “there 
will be no oil for gasoline within 
30 years. 

Williamson understands the 
hybrid’s small market share. 
“The best we can say about 
hybrid cars is that they work” On 
the plus side, the potential for 
improvement is tremendous, 
and this is where his research is 
focused. 

Williamson is a power elec- 
tronics engineer with a specialty 
in automotive power systems, 
electric motor drives, and renew- 
able energy systems. He came to 
Concordia immediately after fin- 
ishing his PhD in 2006 because 
the university “has a rich her- 
itage in power electronics and 
world-class labs’ 

“We can compete with any- 
one,’ he said. 

Hybrid vehicles combine two 
or more energy sources in order 
to increase efficiency and reduce 
emissions. Most commercially 
available hybrids combine 
mechanical and electrical sys- 
tems (and are known as HEVs), 
but there are other options. 

Williamson has a graduate 
student starting in September 
2008 who will study a mechani- 
cal hybrid vehicle configuration, 
which involves combining an 
internal combustion engine with 
a mechanical flywheel system. 
This arrangement recovers and 
stores kinetic energy from a 
moving vehicle that is otherwise 
wasted during deceleration and 
braking. 

“This is a very feasible system? 
Williamson said. “It has none of 
the drawbacks of electric hybrids 
in terms of battery life and bat- 
tery disposal.” 

Still, for the moment, HEVs 
remain the most cost-effective 
and efficient option for alterna- 
tive-energy vehicles. Williamson 





Sheldon Williamson is exploring the potential of alternative mechanical 
engines to reduce energy consumption. His ultimate goal is an all-electric 
vehicle that could be powered at a home-based solar charging station. 


and colleagues at the Illinois 
Institute of Technology clearly 
demonstrated their superiority 
over fuel cell cars in a detailed 
fuel cycle efficiency analysis that 
was named Best Paper of the 
Year in automotive electronics by 
the IEEE Vehicular Technology 
Society in 2006. 

His current research involves 
improving efficiencies of HEV 
electric drive trains, based on 
power electronics intensive sys- 
tems and optimal power sharing 
algorithms. 

Right now, most commercially 
available HEVs are designed so 
that the mechanical engine 
operates at its sweet spot all the 
time (thereby reducing gas con- 
sumption), while the electrical 
systems function well below 
their maximum efficiency. 

“I believe the key to improve- 
ment is fundamentally a power 
electronics and control systems 
issue; Williamson said. “So we 
are looking at smarter algorithms 
and power electronic intensive 
systems to more effectively man- 
age charge and discharge cycles 
in batteries, as well as better 
power converter design” 

He and the other members of 
the power electronics team in 
Electrical and Computer Engin- 
eering are also starting to look at 
the potential of plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicles (PHEVs). 

Owners would literally plug 


these vehicles into a wall socket 
each night and wake up to a fully 
charged car each morning. By 
eliminating the need for battery 
charging from the cars’ mechan- 
ical systems, these vehicles 
would use less fuel directly. 

“PHEVs are a good option in 
Quebec, where our electricity is 
generated by hydro and is largely 
emission-free. Unfortunately, 
hydro is location-specific, and 
most places generate electricity 
by burning carbon-based fuels or 
crops,’ Williamson explained. 

The team has recently linked 
with the Canadian Solar Build- 
ings Research Network (led by 
Concordia’s Andreas Athienitis) 
to study the improvement of pho- 
tovoltaic cells that harvest solar 
energy. 

“Ultimately, we're looking at 
using all-electric vehicles, which 
can be plugged into home-based 
solar charging stations, but that’s 
a long way off? 

In the meantime, “There are 
lots of exciting avenues to 
explore and numerous opportu- 
nities for research” And there's 
lots of interest among students. 
Williamson's new class in Hybrid 
Electric Vehicles has attracted 75 
students in its first term. 

“The enthusiasm I see in stu- 
dents is amazing? he said. “It’s 
clear they are very interested in 
the potential of these future 
technologies” 
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ACCOLADES 


Robert Tittler (History, Emeritus, and Adjunct Professor of Art 
History) was presented with a festschrift, a commemorative volume 
of essays celebrating his contributions to the field of English local 
history. The presentation of Local Identities in Late Medieval and 
Early Modern England (Palgrave/Macmillan, 2007) by its editors, 
Norman L. Jones and Daniel Woolf, took place at the Institute of 
Historical Research, London University, on Dec. 17. The 12 essays 
included one by current history professor Shannon McSheffrey. 


N@Q”] 


Congratulations to Frangois-André Roy, a part-time instructor in 
the Département d'Etudes francaises, who won the Radio-Canada 
literary competition in the poetry category. His entry was called La 
science de ladieu. The judges praised the way it created a dialogue 
with the great tragic poets of history in “verse sculpted with rare pre- 
cision’ Roy, who is a literary and film critic as well as a poet, has 
published about 25 books, many of them translated into other lan- 
guages. His latest collection is called Tout, rien, quelque chose 
(Herbes rouges). 


Novo 


Suresh Goyal (Decision Sciences/MIS) wrote a letter to The 
Gazette agreeing with another correspondent that productivity 
improvement strategies are often neglected by companies despite 
the fact that they could save between 20 and 40 per cent of direct 
labour and management costs. He added, “University graduates 
with majors in areas that primarily specialize in productivity 
improvement are not adequately compensated by Canadian compa- 
nies for their expertise” 
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Raymond Le Van Mao (Chemistry/Biochemistry) has been award- 
ed a $200,000 Strategic Project Grant from the Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council. He will use these funds over the next 
two years to study new catalytic processes for the production of pre- 
mium gasoline and monomers of plastics and synthetic fibers from 
cellulosic biomass. 


NoQ 


Concordia University’s installation of Canada’s first 802.11n wireless 
network on a university campus was recently highlighted in CNN 
Money, The Gazette, Computer World, IT World, and Tech World, 
among other publications. The deployment of Ciscos next-genera- 
tion 802.11n wireless technology allows the university to expand its 
campus-wide wireless network, which includes not only the indoor 
wireless network, but an outdoor mesh network as well. The out- 
door network is available to students subscribed to Web Integrated 
Services for Education (WISE). 
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Congratulations to Fariborz 
Haghighat (Building/Civil/ 
Environmental Engineering), 
who has been named a Fellow of 
ASHRAE, the American Society 
of Heating, Refrigerating and 
Air-Conditioning Engineers. The 
designation recognizes distinc- 
tion in the arts and sciences of 
environmental technology, 
earned, in his case, through his 
achievement as a researcher 
and educator. He was one of the 
first scientists to use numerical 
simulation to predict emissions and absorption of volatile organic 
compounds from various building materials. 


NQo 


Jim Pfaus, acting director of the Center for Studies in Behavioral 
Neurobiology and a professor in the Department of Psychology, was 
quoted in Time Magazine's recent issue on “The Science of 
Romance: Why We Love” (Jan. 28) about how the activation of cer- 
tain neurochemical systems in the brain link sexual reward to the 
characteristics of the situation or person that was present when 
those feelings were created. 
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A look back and 
into the future of 
engineering 


LAURIE ZACK 


In a presentation to the Board of 
Governors on Feb. 29, Dean 
Nabil Esmail said he came to 
Concordia 11 years ago looking 
for a new professional challenge. 
“I got more than I bargained for. 
However, I have had a great deal 
of satisfaction. It was fun!” 

Esmail recalled that the 
Faculty of Engineering and 
Computer Science was demoral- 
ized and indebted when he 
arrived in 1997. Facilities were 
scattered among 17 locations 
and laboratories were located in 
the basements of single-dwelling 
annexes and office rooms. 

Today, the EV Building houses 
the largest graduate engineering 
programs in Canada, with 1,250 
graduate students and 300 pro- 
fessors and staff engaged in cre- 
ative research every day. 

“Of the 95 professors in 1997, 
57 are still among us. One hun- 
dred and five have been hired 
over the last few years. The stu- 
dent body almost doubled since 
then. It has gone up 70 per cent 
among undergraduates, and 
tripled in graduate students. The 
number of PhD students tripled 
to an impressive 513, the largest 
group of engineering PhD stu- 
dents in Canada’ 

Quality has not been sacri- 
ficed for accessibility, he added. 
Each year, 4.5 to 5 per cent of all 
undergraduate students are on 
the Dean's List, with a grade 
point average of 3.5 or higher. 

Some key areas of excellence 
include the undergraduate aero- 
space engineering program, con- 
sidered one of the best in 
Canada. Quite a few future lead- 
ers of the Canadian aerospace 
industry will likely be Concordia 
alumni. ENCS is working with 


software entertainment partners 
in an effort to establish a similar 
foothold in that industry. 

The Faculty was the first in 
Quebec to introduce a program 
in software engineering, and 
recently introduced the first 
North American graduate pro- 
gram in information security; a 
program that has _ already 
attracted significant attention 
from Cisco, Bell Canada, the 
Defense Department, the FBI 
and other organizations. ENCS 
also recently introduced the first 
Canadian graduate program in 
quality engineering, a strategic 
area of national interest. 

The Faculty is in sound finan- 
cial shape, which Esmail credit- 
ed to the capacity of faculty 
members to generate revenue. 

“The professorate raised their 
research revenues from industri- 
al sources and government 
agencies from $5 million annual- 
ly to $12 million” he told Board 
members. “Each professor gen- 
erates more than double his or 
her own salaries and benefits. 
Their hard work contributed $18 
million towards the re-equipping 
of all undergraduate engineering 
laboratories between 2001 and 
2004” 

Esmail added that motivated 
professors voluntarily increased 
their working loads by supervis- 
ing more graduate students. 

He said the Faculty must face 
the outsourcing of engineering 
jobs to other countries, the com- 
petition for new students locally 
and globally, and the need for 
more research funding and inter- 
disciplinary activities. ENCS can 
meet these challenges by align- 
ing academic and managerial 
cultures with faculty goals and 
identifying. the administrative 
tools to reach them. 


Clarification 


In the caption to our ConcordiaPix photo in the issue of Feb. 14, 
we referred to the success of the revived greenhouse on the 13th 


floor of the Hall Building. 


While it is true that the project was an initiative of 
Sustainable Concordia, the Department of Geography, Planning 
and the Environment was instrumental in reopening the facili- 
ty, and at the request of Facilities Management, maintains 
supervision over it. The Department's staff and students work 
there, assisted by other volunteers. 








New Dean of Students 
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Elizabeth Morey is back at Concordia. 


KAREN HERLAND 


For Elizabeth Morey, assuming 
the office of the Dean of Students 
is a homecoming in more ways 
than one. 

Not only is she returning to 
Concordia after nearly 15 years 
(give or take a few contracts) she 
is also returning to Canada and 
the dossier that is her passion. 

Morey left here in 1994 after 
running several different projects 
out of the Rector's office on behalf 
of women, international and 
native students. From there, she 
held positions at Marianopolis 
College, eventually overseeing 
aspects of their move. Most 
recently, she has been Dean of 
College Services at two related 
men’s and women’s colleges in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

“I went from students to build- 
ings and budgets and back to stu- 


dents again; said Morey, in her 
first week back on the job. She is 
experiencing déja vu. But she is 
also excited by some changes. 

“When I left, the Dean of 
Students office was also responsi- 
ble for a number of services; 
Morey said, referring to sectors 
like health and athletics. Those 
sectors are now under the Vice- 
President, Services. “That gives 
this office the freedom to focus on 
student needs’ 

Morey has already begun to 
meet with student leaders’ and is 
developing ways to do so across 
the campus (see the invitation on 
page 10). She is very clear that her 
role is to hook students up with 
the resources they need. “That's a 
priority of this job, to make sure 
students know what services are 
available and out there” Beyond 
that, it is to be an advocate and 
catalyst for helping them create 


IN MEMORIAM 


Kenneth Peters 1939-2007 


On Dee. 28, artist and teacher 
Ken Peters died in Montreal. 

Born in Regina, he attended 
the University of Saskatchewan. 
From 1960 to 1969 he attended 
the Emma Lake workshops and 
studied with such artists as John 
Ferren, Clement Greenberg, 
Jules Olitski, Lawrence Alloway, 
John Cage, Frank Stella and 
Michael Steiner. He was in many 
group and solo exhibitions, and 
his paintings are in public and 
private collections. 

He taught painting and draw- 
ing at Sir George Williams 
University from 1968 to 1970, 
and taught for 17 years at 


Heritage College, in Hull. He 
returned to teach at Concordia 
University in 1984, and was 
active until cancer overtook his 
health. 

His widow, Brenda Fry, wrote, 
“For the past 40 years the devel- 
opment of his art was a contin- 
uation of his keen interest in the 
Color Field idea. 

“His constant pursuit of test- 
ing and discovering possibilities 
within the color spectrum of 
high intensities to create paint- 
ings that could give off their 
own light was his quest. The 
paintings he left behind are still 


glowing, 
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those resources where there are 


gaps. 

“Concordia has always been 
known as the student-centred 
university. That's been its strength 
at both the undergraduate and 
graduate level” 

Morey said her time in the UAE 
was challenging in that the envi- 
ronment was so different from 
what she was used to. “But it was 
also really interesting. | learned a 
lot about myself. It turned out that 
I missed winter, and I missed 
Radio-Canada’ 

During her time at both 
Concordia and Marionopolis, 
developing ways for students to 
travel, experience other cultures 
and gain experience and skills 
along the way have been impor- 
tant for Morey. 

She sees herself in a position to 
offer opportunity as well as sery- 
ice and support. “I want to reach 
students who don't feel involved? 
she said, reminded of how intimi- 
dating student groups seemed to 
herasanundergraduate. 

Ideally, shed like to be able to 
provide opportunities for stu- 
dents to gain leadership experi- 
ence, explore other cultures and 
expand their education beyond 
the classroom. 

But for now, she wants to take 
the time to find out what students 
articulate as their needs, and pri- 
orities. “I know space is always an _ 
issue for students. It was at 
Marianopolis, in the UAE, and it is 
here. I'm committed to coopera- 
tion and consultation. Now I need 
to listen” 
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City commits to Quartier Concordia 


KAREN HERLAND 


The City of Montreal was pleased 
to announce major investments 
for the Quartier Concordia, par- 
ticularly Place Norman Bethune, 
at the corner of Guy St. and De 
Maisonneuve Blvd. 

André Lavallée, the executive 
committee member responsible 
for urban planning and public 
transport, enthusiastically un- 
veiled the $3 million Place 
Bethune revitalization as part of 
a larger $22-million project for 
De Maisonneuve Blvd. at a press 
conference on Feb. 19 attended 
by Benoit Labonté, Mayor of Ville 
Marie Borough, and Karim 
Boulos, Councillor for Peter- 
McGill District. 

President Michael Di Grappa 
said discussions that began five 
years ago to develop the Sir 
George Williams Campus have 
led to the renaissance of the 
western end of downtown 
Montreal. Di Grappa acknowl- 
edged the city’s ongoing support 
and technical expertise in fur- 
thering plans for Quartier Con- 
cordia. 

Place Norman Bethune is the 
centerpiece of the De Maison- 
neuve plan. The new square will 


become a green oasis featuring 
public art. The city will plant 30 
elm and ginkgo trees around the 
spot where the restored Bethune 
statue will be relocated in the fall. 

“This boulevard was conceived 
for cars and deliveries, and has 
often been seen as the service 
road for Ste. Catherine St.” 
Lavallée said. 

The De Maisonneuve bicycle 
path was the first step. Adding 
wider sidewalks, more trees and 
benches will change the look, feel 
and purpose of the boulevard. 
Lavallée expects the changes to 
encourage pedestrians and 
cyclists. 

Di Grappa echoed Lavallée’s 
excitement, and underscored 
that the university will have 
invested $300 million in Quartier 
Concordia by the time the new 
John Molson School of Business 
Building opens its doors in 2009. 

Both men _ acknowledged 
Norman Bethune's humanitarian 
contributions on a global scale, 
and his appropriateness as a 
symbol for Concordia and the 
city. The completion of the first 
phase of the square this fall will 
coincide with thematically linked 
exhibitions and cultural pro- 
grams in Montreal and Shanghai. 





President Michael Di Grappa 
(above) fielded media at a press 
conference announcing a major 
investment on the part of the city 
into De Maisonneuve Boulevard. 

A significant amount of funding 
is slated for Place Bethune, a key 
element of Quartier Concordia. 

At right is the city’s plan of the 
completed Place Bethune at the 
corner of Guy St. and De 
Maisonneuve Blvd. 
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Peter Rist, looking the part of the senior judge of the Asian section of 
the Fajr Film Festival, in the lobby of his Tehran hotel. 
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Prof back from Iran film jury 


BARBARA BLACK 


Film Studies professor Peter Rist 
just returned from Tehran, 
where he served on the jury of 
the Fajr International Film 
Festival. 

It was a first for the expert in 
Asian cinema, and as he tells it, 
there's nothing like starting at 
the top. Having refused previous 
invitations from Canadian festi- 
vals, he accepted this one 
because of the prestige of the 
event and the rare opportunity 
to visit Iran. 

Its notoriously strict political 
regime contrasts with the 
warmth and openness of the 
people, Rist said. 

“Everybody I met criticized the 
government. They make George 
Bush jokes, too, but they speak 
English as their second language. 
It's a bit like Cuba, where they 
embrace American culture while 
they oppose [the policies]. And 
they're cinemaniacs’ 

Iranian films are revered by 
connoisseurs. Rist says their 


quality stems from the rich artis- 
tic culture of the region, but it 
may also owe its originality to 
the heavy hand of censorship, 
which drives the filmmakers to 
reach for effects in subtle ways. 

“A man and a woman can't 
touch on screen,’ he said. “A 
woman seen in her own home 
has to wear a headscarf, even 
though she wouldn't wear it nor- 
mally” It reminds Rist of the 
ingenuity of the best Hollywood 
directors working under the 
puritanical Production Code of 
the 1930s and ‘40s. 

“Iranian directors are very 
good at depicting ordinary, 
everyday life, especially making 
films about children? he said. 

However, the appetite of the 
Iranian film buff knows no 
bounds. The festival included 
such Western releases as the 
George Clooney legal thriller 
Michael Clayton and Redacted, a 
brutal depiction of the war in 
Iraq. Fajr is also an industry mar- 
ketplace, where international 
television series as well as films 


are bought and sold. 

Rist was on the jury for the 
Asian section of the filmfest, 
which included work from 
China, Korea, Vietnam, Iran and 
Iraq. As the only academic, he 
found that his taste differed 
from that of his fellow jurors, 
who were filmmakers, but this 
didn’t mar the experience. 

“The people's choice award 
[for the whole festival] went to 
an American horror movie made 
from a Stephen King story called 
1408; he said with a laugh. 

Rist’s visit benefited from his 
contacts among Concordia stu- 
dents of Iranian background. 
One of them went with him to 
Ottawa to help get his visa, anda 
former student now teaching 
film in Iran was his guide there, 
introducing him to key people in 
film world. 

As a result of his participation, 
Rist was contacted by a 
Canadian diplomat. He has con- 
ceived an idea for a joint film 
project, and plans to discuss it 
with her. 
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Engineering global change 


The Concordia chapter of 


Engineers Without Borders took 
part in this year's Nuit Blanche 
with an exhibit of photos taken 
by students on their placements 
abroad. 

Sophie D’Rozario, VP Media 
Relations for EWB Concordia, 
explained that EWB is a 
Canadian charity that. works 
both in Africa and here at home. 

EWB volunteers work with 
local partners when they go 
abroad. Two Concordia stu- 
dents, Alain Chung and Danish 
Rehman, did internships last 
summer. Another student, 


Megan Putnam, is training to go 
to Ghana this year. 

“In Canada, we focus on public 
education, D’Rozario — said. 
“Each month we hold a series of 
idTalks, which focus on interna- 
tional development issues. 

“Our returned overseas volun- 
teers often facilitate these 
events. We encourage everyone 
to come out to them, as you do 
not need any engineering or 
international development expe- 
rience to participate. Concordia 
students have shown great sup- 
port.” 

In January, the EWB chapter 


launched a quarterly newsletter 
with contributions from the uni- 
versity and sponsors. It will be a 
forum for development issues, 
and get students interested in 
EWB projects and events. It’s on 
the website, concordia.ewb.ca. 
Four-month summer place- 
ments are offered to any two stu- 
dents from Concordia who wish 
to go overseas in the summer of 
2009. Applications for these two 
places will open in October 2008. 
There is also a one- to two-year 
placement available for gradu- 


ates of any program through the 
EWB national office. 





Undeniable was taken by Concordia photojournalist John Coy in Zambia. “A 
man silently waits for food relief in Victoria, Zambia. The relief effort was 
organized by CUSO and the food was donated by the United Nations World 
Food Program. The elderly, sick and crippled are the worst affected during 
a drought. Many men, women and children were still left begging for food 
after the food distribution was completed.” 





Long time ago, people were fishing here was taken by Jean-Luc Ratté-Boulianne, of EWB Sherbrooke, in Samine, Mali. “Just before the rainy season, the Galo riverbed virtually dries out, 
leaving a pond where hundreds of fish are trapped. Once a year, since time immemorial, local villagers come together for this ancient fishing event.” 


Sustainability in theory and in practice 


KAREN HERLAND 


Sustainability has become a buzz- 
word used to sell everything from 
cars to tax hikes. 

Faculty, staff and administra- 
tors were invited to reflect more 
deeply on the role sustainability 
might play at Concordia in a 
series of workshops with David 
Selby, Professor of Education in 
Sustainability associated with the 
University of Plymouth’s Centre 
for Sustainable Futures in the U.K. 

Selby presented ideas on inte- 
grating sustainability into “the 
weft and warp of education.’ The 
proposals he presented over his 
three days here were framed 
around what he called the four 
“Cs: implications for curriculum, 
for the campus, and for communi- 
ty links and partnerships, which 
may require adjustments to the 
culture of the institution. 





The University of Plymouth has 
made sustainability a priority and 
an essential component of how 
they present themselves in rela- 


David Selby shared his ideas on 
integrating sustainability into the 
classroom and beyond. 
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tion to other universities. 

Their policy “takes a broad 
view of sustainability that encom- 
passes the interconnected cultur- 
al, economic, environmental, 
health and social spheres.’ This 
perspective addresses equity on 
numerous levels, environmental 
impact being only one. 

Selby also argued that this per- 
spective demands an inter- and 
cross-disciplinary approach. As 
Danielle Morin, Vice-Provost 
Academic, pointed out when 
introducing him to faculty mem- 
bers for a workshop, “We often 
teach our own areas without 
thinking about the impact to 
other areas. Almost 30 professors 
representing all four faculties 
attended the workshop. 

Selby was mindful of the 
potential for resistance that this 
kind of project can incur. That 
resistance may come both from 


those who are unwilling to adopt 
changes that they dismiss as 
trendy as well as those who do 
not think the issues relate to 
their field or practice. 

For this reason, he reminded 
the few dozen participants in his 
faculty workshop to develop an 
institutional definition of sus- 
tainability that is “not set in 
amber. Don’t expect people to 
swallow the concept whole. 
Instead, enable people to take it 
in their own directions.” He 
added that this flexibility is well 
suited to an academic environ- 
ment. It also allows people “to 
take it in their own directions’ 

Selby’s Centre for Sustainable 
Futures is a showpiece that bene- 
fits from a five-year, multi-mil- 
lion-dollar grant. The funding 
allows the Centre to be a think 
tank, developing policies on uni- 
versity practice, resource alloca- 


tion and planning. Selby said that 
this is easier to accomplish if sus- 
tainability is integrated as poli- 
cies come up for renewal. 
Curriculum is a central con- 
cern, and the Centre invites pro- 
fessors from different disciplines 
to work with them one day a week 
devising ways their department's 
curriculum could integrate sus- 
tainability, testing the methods 
and revising as appropriate. 
Selby was invited by 
Sustainable Concordia to present 
workshops to senior administra- 
tors and faculty. The Centre for 
Teaching and Learning Services 
supported the initiative and 
received a training workshop 
from Selby so that the staff can 
continue to help departments 
and individuals interested in 
adopting some of these pro- 
grams. For more information, 
contact them at ext. 2495. 
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Art Matters takes over 


KAREN HERLAND 


It may not be the greatest show 
on earth, but it is the most ambi- 
tious Art Matters Festival to 
date. 

Over 200 artists will present 
more than 150 works coordinat- 
ed by 42 curators in 35 different 
exhibits or shows. The festival 
will last nearly a month, with the 
support of about a dozen coordi- 
nators, all wrangled by a trio of 
co-producers. 

“This is really a collective 
process,’ said Joshua Barndt, one 
of the co-producers, about the 
immeasurable volunteer energy 
that goes into an undergraduate 
production of this magnitude. 
Students gain experience in pro- 
duction, fundraising and publici- 
ty — in a whirlwind few months, 
on top of their regular course 
load. 

The*curators were selected in 
December, based on submis- 
sions outlining their vision. 

John Naccarato worked with 
Sarah Nesbitt to curate Intimacy 
in Public Space. Naccarato met 
Nesbitt in a performance class 
and wanted to build on that 
momentum. “We wanted to take 
art outside of the white box of 
the gallery.’ 

Their show includes perform- 
ances on- and off-campus. Some 
are confrontational for passersby; 
others provide an unusual diver- 
sion within a familiar location. 

Shereen Soliman was working 
in IT when she decided to return 
to school. Initially interested in 
the Studio Arts program, she 
drifted into Intermedia /Cyber 
arts because “there's a lot of 
promise in new media art. It is 
not as confined, and the rules 
are still being written” 

She is hosting Electric Car- 
naval Electrique at Eastern Bloc, 
a relatively new gallery. The huge 
venue is ideal for new media 
work. Besides the expense of the 
equipment involved, “there's a 
lot of set-up and babysitting of 
the work. The final evening of 
her show will incorporate some 
of the performances from Inti- 
macy in Public Space. “It’s impor- 
tant to have work shown outside 
of school walls.” 

This year the co-producers 
decided that each student could 
only submit one work to allow 
the broadest range of students to 
participate. They received 290 
applications. All of the curators 
met over a weekend in mid- 
January to decide which of the 
submissions would fit within 





Over 1,000 people attended the opening night party for the Eighth Art 
Matters Festival at Studio Just for Laughs on Feb. 29. 


their theme, venue or capabili- 
ties. 

“We got work that we had 
solicited ourselves. But later, 
there negotiations to 
decide which of the other pieces 
would go in which show, 
Naccarato said. 

Barndt added that the co-pro- 
ducers stepped in to make final 
decisions when needed. “We 
wanted to make sure that the 
shows were balanced” Curators 


were 


then had to juggle the needs of 


their artists, venues, festival 
scheduling and resource alloca- 
tion. 

For students, like 
Cassandra Witteman, the chal- 
lenge is easily met. “I'm good at 
organizing things. I used to pro- 
gram a lot of spoken word and 
poetry events,” 

This year, she took on a per- 
formance extravaganza in the 
Belgo Building. The annual Nuit 
Blanche has been integrated into 
Montreal’s Highlights festival 
and extended through Art 
Matters, who hold their own par- 
allel, overnight event. Besides 
the more formal performance 
evening, shared with local art 
duo 2Boys.tv, she single-handed- 
ly coordinated nine different 


some 


works, some of which were per- 
formed in stairwells and corners 
around the building. 

Art Matters is funded primari- 
ly by a per-credit fee levy from all 
undergraduate students, and 
organizers were able to raise an 
additional $15,000. Anyone can 
submit ideas, but Barndt said 
most students who participate 
are in a Fine Arts program. 

Sacha Miller is a political sci- 
ence student curating her first 
show with Adéle Flannery. Both 
of them are involved in the publi- 
cation of The Void magazine and 
wanted to have the publication 
host a show. Miller said the show 
developed around its venue, Le 
Cagibi café, so domestic work 
using fibres, ceramics and bead- 
ing that echoes its eclectic 
“grandma's kitchen” aesthetic 
was chosen. 

Besides the experience and 
the exposure, participation in 
Art Matters teaches one other 
skill. “It’s nice to be able to pro- 
mote other students’ work 
instead of just talking about 
your own,” said Anne-Marie 
Proulx, co-curator of On 
Line/Sur la ligne. 

For more on the festival, please 
go to: artmatters.concordia.ca 
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David Raver spent the Nuit Blanche constructing Open Mode/Edit Mode as part 
of In Progress, at Studio 413, curated by Charmaine Bynoe 
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Kim Klein invites you to join her in the commons 


KAREN HERLAND 


Finding resources to serve the 
common good has motivated 
Kim Klein's fundraising career for 
over three decades. Now she's 
sharing those skills as the 
Resident Resource Person for the 
Institute for Management and 
Community Development. 

Klein, a grassroots fundraiser 
and trainer based in Berkeley, 
California, has been helping the 
non-profit sector increase its slice 
of the financial pie through her 
books, courses and the magazine 
she founded: www.grassroots- 
Sundraising.org/ 

Working within the non-profit 
sector raises questions and con- 
tradictions for Klein. Organiz- 
ations work for the common 
good, but because of the structure 
of funding, they wind up compet- 
ing against each other for the 
money they need to do their work. 

The scramble for funding and 
the pressure to show “results” 
decreases creativity and dampens 
experimenting with new ways to 
address social problems. “How 
does that help people who are 
homeless, for example? [Comp- 
etition] does a disservice to the 
communities being served” 

Klein believes that any discus- 
sion about what is best for the 
common good needs to expand 
to include “all the resources that a 
community has rights and access 





Kim Klein invited discussion on the commons at the University of the Streets Café. 


to” Those commons can be natu- 
ral — water or air, part of the pub- 
lic infrastructure — roads or sew- 
ers, or in the realm of knowledge 
— things that shouldn't be able to 
be patented, like seeds or genes. 

Klein is participating in a series 
of four University of the Streets 
Café discussions at the Centre St. 
Ambroise, and invites people to 
share their thoughts on the com- 
mons and its implications. 

“The commons has generally 
been understood as that which is 
not private. But it can’t be defined 
by what it is not” she cautioned. If 
something is unclaimed, it can 


become a dumping ground for 
corporate waste. Alternatively, if 
its value increases, it can be priva- 
tized and taken out of common 
hands’ 

Klein was invited to a confer- 
ence in Ottawa a dozen years ago 
and through those contacts she 
met Lance Evoy, Coordinator of 
the Institute. She began making 
annual trips north to the 
Institute's summer program. 

“I was really struck with how 
dynamic community-based 
groups were here.” She also 
became intrigued by the concept 
of the University of the Streets 


Café. “I wanted to learn this and 
bring it back to the US? The 
short-term residency with the 
Institute seemed like a perfect 
opportunity to exchange ideas. 
Klein was encouraged by the 
first discussion on the commons, 
which had taken place just before 
she spoke with the Journal. 
“People were willing to express 
ideas that were not fully formed, 
not what they already think. 
That’s when you know people are 
in the moment, exploring their 
own thoughts, and that they will 
continue to think about this’ 
Klein also wants to share 
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strategies about grassroots 
fundraising. She is compiling 
some case studies on fundraising 
from organizations here and in 
Toronto which will be published 
on the Institute's website. This 
documentation project will allow 
groups to add information as they 
continue to expand their grass- 
roots fundraising programs, and 
encourage new groups to add 
their experiences. 

Klein recognizes that many 
people in NGOs have an aversion 
to talking about money. “People 
are raised not to talk about 
money, not to ask for it, not to be 
bold about it? 

In the US., only 30 per cent of 
non-profit income comes from 
government. Klein sees more 
reliance on government funding 
here. “It does bring with it a 
healthy sense of what people are 
entitled to, but also a certain pas- 
sive expectation that this funding 
will always be available. People 
need to have a more entrepre- 
neurial spirit and engage in more 
advocacy. ” 

Holding these discussions in 
the Centre St. Ambroise, a com- 
munity space funded by Peter 
McAuslan, a Sir George Williams 
alumnus and _ president of 
McAuslan Brewery, underscores 
the potential for entrepreneurial 
support of grassroots endeavours. 
For details on upcoming discus- 
sions, go to univeafe.org 


Inaugural Valaskakis lecture on diversity in media 


MICHAEL KEEGAN 


Television executive, playwright 
and educator Rita Shelton 
Deverell gave the inaugural Gail 
Guthrie Valaskakis Annual 
Lecture on _ Diversity and 
Canadian Media in the Hall 
Building on Feb. 28 under the 
title “Who Will Inherit the 
Airwaves?” 

Deverell focused on gains won 
over the years in Canadian media 
by disadvantaged groups and the 
efforts required to combat their 
recent erosion. As co-founder of 
multifaith network Vision TV, 
former director of news and cur- 
rent affairs at the Aboriginal 
People’s Television Network 
(APTN), and member of a visible 
minority, she has a unique per- 
spective. 

She said that when her career 
in Canadian television began in 
the mid-1970s, opportunities 


for members of visible minori- 
ties to work on camera were 
subject to the prejudices of the 
individual sitting in the execu- 
tive’s chair. 

Starting in the mid-1980s, the 
development of the Disability 
Network, Women's Television 
Network, APTN and her own 
Vision TV created more places 
for women, visible minorities, 
aboriginal peoples and the dis- 
abled to work in the media. 
Members of these groups were in 
positions of management and 
ownership, where they could 
ensure improved representation. 

Since 2000, media consolida- 
tions and mergers have eroded 
these gains. Statistics show that 
these groups are still vastly 
underrepresented, even in the 
top positions of most of the net- 
works mentioned. 

“I've worked at my art for 40 
years, been paid for it, been hon- 


oured,” Deverell said. “I’m dis- 
turbed because I can't pass that 
on as my inheritance” 

Though most businesses have 
realized that diversity is prof- 
itable, the media has been the 
exception, “leaving the tremen- 
dous power of TV in the hands of 
those whove always had it” 

She denounced “seven smoke- 
screens” that give a false impres- 
sion of progress for disadvan- 
taged groups in the media, mere 
substitutes for putting people in 
positions of power. The smoke- 
screens include bestowing hon- 
ours on them, seeking their con- 
sultation, and providing training 
for them. 

For these groups to “inherit the 
airwaves, they must show soli- 
darity by helping rather than 
replacing one another, and men- 
toring future generations. 

This was the third in a series of 
annual lectures presented by the 


Department of Communication 
Studies and the Centre for 
Research Action on _ Race 
Relations (CRARR). 

It was preceded by a ceremony 
renaming the lecture series in 
honour of the late Gail Guthrie 
Valaskakis, the first woman to 
chair the Department of 
Communication Studies and 
one-time dean of the Faculty of 
Arts and Science. 

Of Ojibwa and  Dutch- 
American descent, Valaskakis 
identified herself as “an Ojibwa 
through and through; said her 
son Paris. She was ‘over- 
whelmed” to receive an 
Aboriginal Achievement Award 
in 2002. 

Many special guests were on 


hand to pay tribute to 
Valaskakis's mentoring and 
activism, her teaching and 


research on aboriginal issues, 
and her insight and charm. 


They included professor and 
former chair of Communication 
Studies Lorna Roth, executive 
director of CRARR Fo Niemi, and 
chairman of the Aboriginal 
Healing Foundation Chief George 
Erasmus. Dean of Arts and 
Science David Graham honoured 
her legacy, as did MP Tina 
Keeper, who was unable to 
attend but sent a message. 

Friend and retired Concordia 
professor Corinne Mount 
Pleasant-Jetté emceed _ the 
evening. Elder Barbara Malloch, 
of the Waseskun Healing 
Centre, opened the ceremony 
and set a tone of deep respect, 
sadness and joy. 

“She opened doors for many 
people,” Malloch said. “People 
who come from two worlds are 
particularly blessed: They can 
take the best of both worlds. 
There will never be anyone quite 
like her again” 
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Minority languages symposium 


School of Extended Learning hosts first major event 


BARBARA BLACK 


Concordia’s School of Extended 
Learning (SEL) played host to a 
symposium on language and 
identity issues on Feb. 28 and 29. 

It was the third annual sympo- 
sium on Official Language 
Minorities in Canada, co-spon- 
sored by the Association for 
Canadian Studies (ACS/AEC) 
with input from Heritage Canada, 
the Quebec Community Groups 
Network (QCGN) and_ the 
Fédération des communautés 
francophones et acadiennes du 
Canada. 

This was the first time the 
event has been held at 
Concordia, and fittingly, the 
accent was on youth. Among the 
community leaders, academics 
and government officials were 
representative young Canadians, 


_Dawn WISEMAN 





Gregory Lypny (Finance) believes 
that education is not about train- 
ing, “it’s about teaching students 
how to think, how to look at the- 
ory and make connections to real 
life, how to explain what's hap- 
pening when theory does not 
hold. To support students in the 
development of these key skills, 
he wanted “to inject a lot more 





notably from francophone com- 
munities outside Quebec, but 
also including some Concordia 
students. 

They discussed the changing 
demographics of official lan- 
guage minority communities, 
the impact of migration and 
mobility, the challenges facing 
minority-language schools, and 
the need to maintain strong 
leadership in official language 
minority communities. 

Jack Jedwab, executive director of 
the ACS, was one of the speakers at 
the event, as were Official 
Languages Commissioner Graham 
Fraser and Quebec Minister of 
Immigration and Cultural Com- 
munities Yolande James. 

Jedwab explained in a brief 
interview that the minority-lan- 
guage communities present dif- 
ferent profiles. For young fran- 


cophones outside Quebec, the 
French language is a vital means 
of transmitting their culture in an 
overwhelmingly English-speaking 
culture. For young people in eth- 
nically diverse, highly bilingual 
Montreal, it’s a question of linguis- 
tic identity; just defining “anglo- 
phone’ is a challenge. 

At the open-mike session that 
ended the discussion, young par- 
ticipants urged their elders to 
include youth on boards and 
decision-making bodies. There 
was a consensus that acquiring a 
second language, French or 
English, continues to be popular 
across the country. 

As a co-host, Dean Noel Burke 
said the conference was a way to 
engage Concordia in this milieu, 
where it already has close ties. 
Concordia’s SEL has applied to 
the federal government to be 


named as a research hub for 
minority language communities 
in Quebec. Burke said, “We have 
not received a response, but we 
are hopeful.” 

The SEL held a planning day in 
February to focus on its strategic 
plan, which will be revealed this 
spring. The School plans to offer 
non-credit certificate programs, 
community development, cus- 
tomized training for business 
and the public service, a “blend- 
ed” e-learning platform, a quali- 
fying credits program, and local 
and international partnerships. 

“Programming and additional 
staffing for the coming year will 
depend on the acceptance of our 
strategic plan by the Concordia 
community, its Senate and the 
Board, he said. “In the mean- 
time, all of the usual activities 
will continue as planned” 


CLASSACTION 
Teaching tool gets students trading X and Y 


research’ into his courses, and so 
he developed Borsa. 

This online experimental mar- 
ket is open two weeks every 
term, and allows students in 
MSCA 601 (a graduate course in 
Financial Economics), COMM 
220 (an undergraduate course in 
Analysis of Markets), and a Grade 
12 economics class at Lower 
Canada College to become buy- 
ers and sellers of sought-after 


Gregory Lypny has developed a program to allow students to trade 
assets in a virtual marketplace. 
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assets X and Y. 

As Lypny explained. for the 
two weeks of trading, students 
are experimental subjects. 

Each starts with the same num- 
ber of units of X and Y, as well as 
electronic cash so they can make 
initial purchases. One asset repre- 
sents a fairly safe investment (like 
savings bonds) and pays out divi- 
dends at a fixed rate. The other is 
usually a riskier investment (like 
Nortel stock), with dividends that 
can vary over time, based on a 
number of factors. 

Once trading begins, the unit 
price for each asset is deter- 
mined by the market, just as in 
real life. 

One trader will offer to sell so 
many units of an asset and name 
a price. Another trader will offer 
to buy, but at a lower price. As 
actual trades are made between 
‘students, the price of each asset 
fluctuates based on how much 
people are willing to spend. 

“Their trading defines the 
market,’ Lypny said. “It can go as 
high, or as low, as they are willing 
to go’ 

To encourage participation 
(the session is worth only five per 
cent of the final class mark), 


Lypny offers small monetary 
prizes for the top three earners. 
Last semester, a student from 


COMM 220 placed first, one from 


LCC second, and a graduate stu- 
dent from MCSA 601 third. 

“One of the lessons they learn 
is that better theoretical knowl- 
edge does not necessarily help 
you with the game,’ he smiled. 
“That's one of the reasons it 
counts for such a small percent- 
age of the final grade” The big 
winners are usually students 
who “take advantage of other 
people's ignorance early on in 
the trading” 

While the competition is fun, 
more exciting for Lypny is what 
comes afterwards, when stu- 
dents shift from subject to scien- 
tist. “The program saves all data? 
he explained. “Each term we're 
generating fresh, original data for 
analysis.” 

Graduate students are asked 
to analyze the experimental 
design and methodology to 
develop a research protocol 
that could be used as the basis 
for formal research. For under- 
graduates, the process is “a little 
less scary. Lypny asks directed 
questions that encourage them 


9 





Quebec Minister of Immigration 
and Cultural Communities Yolande 
James at the symposium. 


to consider how and why results 
vary from theoretical predic- 
tions. 

For example, halfway through 
trading, he often integrates an 
instance of “risk-shock;’ where 
one asset will become a lot riski- 
er or more secure than it was pre- 


‘viously. “There's all sorts of fancy 


theories about how that situa- 
tion should play out in a market? 
but in Borsa, none of them seem 
to apply, probably because the 
stakes are so low. 

Lypny modifies the program in - 
response to student feedback 
each term. He's now looking at 
incorporating credit into the 
game so that the users can sell 
short, trading assets they do not 
own in order to profit from a 
falling market. 

He's found that Borsa really 
supports the type of learning he 
hopes to foster in his classes. 
Soon he hopes to share the expe- 
rience with others. 

“My ultimate goal is to have it 
up and running on the web 24 
hours a day and open to anyone 
who wants to use it; he said. 
“The broader the market, the 
less chance we have of insider 


jing” 
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Art education 
also defiant 





KAREN HERLAND 


Carol Becker ended this year’s 
Defiant Imagination lecture 
series by considering the artist's 
imagination as a catalyst for 
change, and the roles of art edu- 
cators in feeding and sustaining 
that goal in their students. 

Becker has just started as 
Dean of the School of the Arts at 
Columbia University in New York 
after a distinguished career at 
the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. She read from her book 
in progress, articulating the val- 
ues young artists will need so 
that their work can help their 
audience “see reality stripped of 
illusion and give them the 
strength to confront it? 

Becker suggested that educa- 
tors should equip their students 
with “a visual sophistication that 
allows them to see the world dif- 
ferently and a way of working 


ing how practicing artists need 
to privilege process over the final 
product. This is counter-intu- 
itive in a results-oriented society. 
Becker discussed the impor- 
tance of the process of trial and 
error, of finding ways to express 
or present ideas, regardless of 
the “success” of the final product 
in material terms. 

She pointed out that artists 
are rarely appreciated in their 
own times, and that many suc- 
cessful ideas were often uninten- 
tional by-products of other proj- 
ects. “The internet was initially 
going to be a way for high-tech 
types to stay in touch with each 
other” 

Becker stressed that privileg- 
ing the process over the final 
product means honing students’ 
critical and self-critical senses, 
teaching fearlessness in the face 
of failure, and fostering a con- 
stant sense of playfulness that 
allows students to attempt the 


instead of being stymied by self- 
doubt. “A true independence of 
mind needs to be communicated 
to the next generation” 

This perspective is important 
not only to enable young artists 
to continue to find new ways to 
express themselves, but also in 
terms of the potential impact 
their work might have. “As 
artists, we need to understand 
the complexity of the issues, and 
not be immobilized by social 
problems, 

She also talked about projects 
that allow students to work in and 
with the community. In Chicago, 
she worked with the city to estab- 
lish a program that allowed stu- 
dents to “have a direct impact in 
their community: 

In one instance, they re- 
designed the signage along the 
Chicago River. What had once 
been a series of warning signs 
became a set of symbols inviting 





Carol Becker is currently at Columbia's School of the Arts where she is 
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that is not always evident.’ people to walk along the river settling in as their new dean. She came here to talk about the underly- 
She spent a lot of time outlin- impossible or unreasonable, and learn its history. ing values art educators need to instill in the next generation of artists. 


MEET THE NEW DEAN 
OF STUDENTS 


WHEN? 
LOYOLA: WEDNESDAY MARCH 26 10 a.m. 
SGW: THURSDAY MARCH 27 10 a.m. 


WHERE? 
DEAN OF STUDENTS OFFICE 


WHY? 


The new Dean of Students, Elizabeth Morey, looks forward to meeting 
members of the Concordia community, sharing a croissant and coffee 
(or juice), and learning more about the issues of importance to 
Concordia students. Come by for a chat. 


HOW? 
If you are interested, please contact: 
Mary Burns - Dean of Students Office Loyola at extension 4239 
marburns@alcor.concordia.ca 





or 
David Baker - Dean of Students Office SGW at extension 3517 
djb@alcor.concordia.ca 


Seeking Sacred Space: this image of Outremont’s Beth David Synagogue comes from a chapbook 
on synagogues in Montreal and Europe that will soon be available for free from the Institute for Canadian 
Jewish Studies (for information email: s@alcor.concordia.ca). The publication coincides with a symposium 
called Makom: Seeking Sacred Space, which was held March 3 by the Institute,the Emet Gallery and 
Congregation Dorshei Emet. 

The speakers included archivist Janice Rosen, on Moroccan Jewish saint veneration, art historian Reesa 
Greenberg, on displaying Judaica, and Emet Gallery curator Evelyn Tauben. 


Sign up now! 
Space is limited to allow for better communication. 
However, should there be an interest, more get-togethers will be organized. 





WHAT'SON 


MARCH 6 TO MARCH 20 
CJOURNAL@ALCOR.CONCORDIA.CA 


Speaking of nuclear photography... 


As part of its Speaking of Photography lecture series, Concordia University’s Department of Art History pres- 
ents "Camera Atomica: A Case Study in Nuclear Photography,’ a public lecture by John O'Brian, University of 
British Columbia. This lecture, held March 11 at 6:30 p.m. in EV 1.615, will address how photography con- 
tributed to the ‘atomic imaginary” during the Cold War. Admission is free. For more, please see: art- 
history.concordia.ca/ 





A bit of Irish fun 


March is a busy month for the Irish. On March 7 at 2 p.m. at Reggie's, the Concordia Irish Society will present 
Irish dancing to live traditional music and recorded favourites. Tea and scones will be served. Later, at 7 p.m., 
the Mahones guitar player and his Celtic rock band will perform. The cover charge is $4 and all are welcome 
— no need for Irish roots here. The band and dancing demos will be followed by a "jig-off" — the best Irish 
dance impression wins a prize. Don't miss your chance to be the Lord of the Dance! 


Rogers Sportsnet Journalism Workshop 





The fifth annual Rogers Sportsnet Sports Journalism Workshop will take place this Saturday on the Loyola 
Campus. The theme is how the increasingly international nature of major league sports is affecting sports 
coverage, sports business and the sports themselves. The speakers include journalists, play-by-play announc- 
ers and a filmmaker. The event is hosted by Concordia University’s Journalism and Communication Studies 
Departments, and is open to the general public as well as Concordia students and staff. It goes on all day, 
starting at 9 a.m., in the Journalism Building, CJ 1.114. 





CASA Cares on the catwalk 


CASA Cares, the outreach arm of Concordia’s business students association, will hold its seventh annual 
Charity Fashion Show on March 13 at the Olympia Theatre, 1004 Ste. Catherine E., starting at 8:30 p.m. 


Always a popular and smoothly organized event, the fashion show this year features the work of local design- 
ers Dom Rebel, Aqua di lara, Body Bag, Dinh Ba Design, Firetrap, Bench and JM. Tickets, available at GM 218- 
4, are $25 in advance and $35 at the door. The proceeds will go to the Montreal Children’s Hospital. 





From Mamaliga to Smoked Meat 





On March 10 at 4:30 p.m., Lara Rabinovitch will trace the early Romanian Jewish immigrant experience in 
Canada. Based on research for her PhD, she has found Romanian Jews have their own gastronomic orienta- 
tion, making them culturally unique. "From Mamaliga to Smoked Meat: Montreal's Romanian Jewish 
Immigrants 1900-1939" will be held in FA-202, 2060 Mackay St. Admission is free. 





Skier Vaillancourt lives on 





David Kreiner Vaillancourt, a Concordia student ski team member who died a year ago in a skiing accident, 
will be celebrated on March 6 at the Coda Club, 4119 St. Laurent Blvd., at 10 p.m. with an event called House 
Warning. Dee Jay Fram and DJ Acro will be featured. All proceeds will go to Santropol Roulant. Tickets are $8 
in advance, available at P-103, 2020 Mackay, or $10 at the door. For more, 514-967-4868. 





LAC Lecture on European Union 





On March 13, Jonathan Steinberg will speak about the European Union as part of a public lecture held by the 
Liberal Arts College. "A Europe of States or a State of Europe? - Whither the European Union?" will begin at 
8:30 p.m. in H-937. Admission is free. For more, call ext. 2565. 





Food for Thought 


The Sustainable Business Conference will hold its fourth edition all day on March 14 in the D.B. Clarke 
Theatre. Food industry leaders will be invited to discuss fair trade certification, genetically modified organ- 
isms and local versus organic sourcing. Guests include representatives from Liberté Natural Foods, Ben & 
Jerry's, Rodale, Equita and Transfair Canada. The discussion begins at 7:45 a.m. Details available on the site: 
sbe.concordia.ca 








Art Matters continues 





The successful student-run festival Art Matters continues to feature works from our talented students until 
March 15 in various locations across the city. Please see the site for full details: artmatters.concordia.ca 





Graduate Art History conference 


On March 14 and 15, graduate students in Art History will present a conference, Charged Circuits: 
Questioning International Exhibition Practices. The opening speaker is Doryun Chong, who has organized 
events such as the Korean Pavilion at the 2001 Venice Biennale and the 2006 Busan Biennale in Busan, South 
Korea. His talk is March 14 at 5:30 p.m. The closing keynote speaker is Scott Burnham, creative director of the 
upcoming Biennale de Montréal 2009. His lecture is March 15 at 5:30 p.m. The lectures are free of charge. For 
details, see the Art History Department site: art-history.concordia.ca/ and click on Calendar of Events. 


11 


CONCORDIA JOURNAL | March 6, 2008 


INBRIEF 


Students compete across faculties 


Over the weekend of Jan. 26 and 
27, Concordia hosted the Quebec 
Engineering Competition, an aca- 
demic competition that brings in 
more than a dozen schools to 
compete in design, consulting 
engineering, debates and scientif- 
ic communication. 

Concordia’s team came first in 
senior design. They had 12 hours 
to design a machine capable of 
traversing difficult terrain, col- 
lecting a liquid from an under- 
ground reservoir, and returning 
the liquid to the starting area. 

In the consulting engineering 
category, the teams were given 
six hours to look at the feasibil- 
ity of using the north west pas- 
sage as a viable shipping alter- 
native. Concordia placed sec- 
ond in this category, and got a 
special commendation for 
technical excellence. 








Both teams are representing 
Concordia at the national level at 
the Canadian Engineering 
Competition in Waterloo, Ont., 
from March 6 to 9. 

Meanwhile, a team from the 
John Molson School of Business 
reached the finals of the Marshall 
International Case Competition 
in Southern California. 

They had to devise a strategy 
for the Los Angeles Times, facing 
reduced readership and a trou- 
bled U.S. economy. Teams were 
given 24 hours to analyze the situ- 
ation and presented their recom- 
mendations to judges from the 
industry. 

Although 30 schools from 
around the world participated, the 
JMSB was one of only six to reach 
the final round. The students from 
the University of Auckland were 
the eventual winners. 
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The second-prize-winning team for consulting engineering at the Quebec 
Engineering Competition, left to right: Kevin Gendron, Walter Chan, 
Eitan Levi and Gergo Szeles. They and the winners of the first prize for 
senior design, Samkol Chea, Jayson MacKiddie, Michael Rembacz and 
Garrett Morgan, are taking part this week in the national games in 


Waterloo, Ont. 


Students confer on globalization 


Loyola International College 
and Siena College, of New York 
State, are holding their third stu- 
dent conference on globaliza- 
tion March 7 at Hingston Hall on 
the Loyola Campus. 

Two professors from Siena 
will give presentations, one on 
sustainable development issues 
in the tropical rain forest of 
Panama, and the other on the 
impact of the Three Gorges Dam 


project in China. 

Concordia will be represented 
by two speakers: Mitchell Irwin, 
who does research on an endan- 
gered species of lemur, the 
diademed sifaka, and teaches 
biodiversity at Loyola Inter- 
national College, and Ian 
Macauley, an independent stu- 
dent who is active with 
Sustainable Concordia and the 
1% campaign. 
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CONCORDIAPIX 


Urban smoke 


Now is the winter of our discontent. 

Maybe that’s overstating the issue. But it is true that 
although the days are definitely getting longer, they remain 
exceedingly grey. 

Siavesh Rahimi’s black and white image captures the concrete 
buildings, leaden skies and smoky dullness of this time of year 
perfectly. 

If you would like to see your photo here. Join our group at 
www. flickr.com/groups/concordiapicks/ and show us how you see life at 
Concordia. 
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INTHVY HSIAVIS 


Marghetis earns 





fourth gold medal 


Cory RAPKIN 


Tyler Marghetis, a_ fifth-year 
wrestler from Ottawa, ended a 
phase of his illustrious career this 
past weekend at the Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport champi- 
onships in Calgary by taking gold 
in the 76-kilo weight class. It 
marked his fourth gold medal 
since 2004, adding to the silver he 
received in 2003, when he won 
Concordia’s male rookie of the 
year honours as well. 

“It felt wonderful, said 
Marghetis on winning the tourna- 
ment, 

“I've been at Concordia for the 
last six years, and competed for 
five of them. I've been able to trav- 
el around the world to compete 
for [Athletics Director] Katie 
Sheahan, and I'm so grateful for 
all the support she’s given to 
Concordia wrestling. I was ecstat- 
ic when I won, because I really 
wanted to go out a champion” 

Marghetis was the only gold 
medal winner in a young 
Concordia contingent that sent 
eight wrestlers to the meet, 
including six rookies. They did, 
bring home some hardware, with 
newcomers Gurveer Talhan (61 
kilos) and Alex Dyas (90 kilos) 
winning bronze in their classes . 

Among the women, newcomer 
Nikita Chicoine won the silver 
medal in the 67-kilo weight class, 
falling only to Stacie Anaka of 
Simon Fraser University who was 
once a World Junior bronze 
medalist. Chicoine earned CIS 
female rookie of the year. 

“We had lots of really good per- 
formances from ___ first-year 
wrestlers, including Nikita, but we 
could have done better; said 
Concordia assistant coach Robert 
Moore. 

“I think our rookies showed 
what Concordia will bring to the 
table in the next few years. It won't 
be easy to replace a guy like Tyler, 
but I believe we have what it takes 
to be a strong team in the future? 

Marghetis coasted through the 
preliminaries before meeting 
longtime rival Sheldon Francis of 
McMaster University in the final. 

They have a long history, both 
as teammates and opponents, 
dating back nearly a decade when 
they trained for the Team Ontario 
juniors as part of different weight 
classes. A few years ago, the 
weight classes changed, pitting 
them against each other in sever- 
al competitions. 

In the third and final round, 





TIOW GIAVG 


Tyler Marghetis used his head and emerged victorious at the Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport championships in Calgary. 


with the score tied at one and 
Francis holding the tiebreaker, 
Marghetis needed to get a point to 
avoid getting defeated. With time 
running out, he had to make a 
move. That move came with 
merely 10 seconds left on the 
clock, when he managed to throw 
Francis out of bounds, securing 
the point and winning the cham- 
pionship. 

“I expected to face him 
[Francis] in the finals when I got 
here, but I also expected it to bea 
really good match, because 
Sheldon is no pushover; said 
Marghetis. 

“With 18 seconds left down a 
point, I did feel a little bit of pres- 
sure. But at the same time, I felt 
very excited, because I knew I was 
capable of coming back to win, 
and I really like it when it goes 
down to the wire. It’s my last year, 
and I really wanted to go out a 
champion, and it’s especially 
worthwhile given it’s against 
Francis, who is someone I have so 
much history with? 


best 
matches of the weekend,” Moore 
said. “You've got to give a lot of 
credit to Tyler. He's a gentleman 
and he leads by example? 

With the victory, Marghetis 
adds to a long list of accolades 
that include three academic All- 
Canadians and two Concordia 
male academic athlete of the year 
awards in 2003-04 and 2005-06. 
Away from the CIS, he is Canada’s 
first alternate for the 2008 
Summer Olympic Games in 
Beijing in the 74-kilo weight class. 

At 24, Marghetis has completed 
his five-year eligibility. However, 
he will still be able to represent 
Concordia internationally until 
he's 28, provided he remains a full- 
time student. 

“I like school? he said. “I do 
well. I'm currently doing a mas- 
ter'’s in math and would like to do 
a PhD. Ultimately, I would like to 
work in academia as a professor 
or a researcher, and hopefully I 
can help out the wrestling team as 
long as possible? 


“This was one of the 


